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1. Introduction

Today, space research and development is exclusively conducted by researchers and engineers in the

natural sciences, and has little contact with the humanities, such as the study of religion.

However, in the early Meiji period, Japanese intellectuals actively referred to the "universe," which
influenced their view of the world and human beings. For example, Joseph Hardy Neesima, founder of
Doshisha, said, "The university is a training ground for wisdom and an institution of cosmological principles."

(The intention of founding a private university, to the people of Kyoto, 1888) »

Furthermore, in ancient times, humanity created a fertile cosmology by gazing at the starry sky and
superimposing the world of the gods in the sky and the story of creation by the gods on their existence. In
other words, religious worldviews were integral to the universe. Since the modern era, however, society has
become increasingly secularized, especially in Western societies, and the separation of church and state has
resulted in the internalization and privatization of faith. The existential individual in the modern age has
become detached from the grand cosmology that once existed, and their relationship with the world and the
cosmos has become tenuous. As a result, loneliness has been amplified, and comfort in a comfortable

information space has given rise to indifference to the external world.

In light of these changes in human history, it may be necessary to recover and reconstruct a fertile
cosmology in a form appropriate for our time to pay attention to contemporary global issues such as climate

change and conflict as "our own business." Space ethics is one of the clues to this end.
2. Necessity and Conditions for an Effective Space Ethic

The Outer Space Treaty, adopted by the United Nations in 1967, aims at the peaceful use of outer space,
including the moon and other celestial bodies, and prohibits ownership of outer space, celestial bodies, and
resources by certain countries. Still, there is no guarantee that the international order will be observed in the

future competition.
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Laws concerning space are state-level issues in which individuals and private companies can have little
involvement. However, a transnational, humanity-wide perspective is essential to ensure that space ethics do
not become a victim of parochial nationalism. Planetary ethics, a counterpart to space ethics, is needed to
reconstruct the cosmology that links humans to the earth and the universe through a fusion of humanities and

sciences and to promote behavioral change in humankind.
3. Universality and Specificity (Uniqueness) of Ethics

Planetary ethics, which recognizes the limits of the earth as a planet (planetary boundary) in a more
realistic manner, and space ethics, which recognizes the universe as the commons of humankind, will provide

universal values to humanity beyond the national boundary by being paired with each other.

However, to embody this universality, one must be aware of the unique cultural foundation and work
back and forth between the unique and the universal. For example, asking what kind of unique contribution

Japan can make will help to build an open universality.

Japan is part of the U.S. Artemis Program (lunar exploration program), which means that it is inescapably
involved in the political interests of the United States. Researchers who wish to use space exploration for
peaceful purposes also receive vast research funding from the state and sometimes face a severe dilemma. If
Japan can accept this reality and show that technology and peace can coexist, it will be a unique contribution
to the world. In other words, Japan has a unique mission to show that space ethics and space development

must be combined to create a foundation for the peaceful development of space ventures.
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